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A Door to One’s Memories

Kochuouseph Chittillapa

by Sheviin Sebastian

n & Saturdsy nsom-
ing. induastrial-
ist Kochuouzeph

Chistillapally is preparing ine
& foetnight-long bnsiness trips
1o Chima.

As hee talks aboud the tour.
he rememhbers the modes
aspirations of his father,
which he has reconnted in
hilvgnl.ul-n:lund aniohiog-

v, ‘Ohemnakilivaathil”.

“My father sid that after
iy 2tndies | could return
andl wark on the farm, in
aur village of Parappur,
near Thrissur,” he says,
“Cr Deonild bee v schon] beach-
or, or & bank clerke. Thrissur
had so many banks: Souath
Indian, Caghalle Syrian, and
[¥hamalakshmil. My (ather's
ambitions weee linmloed o
that area only.”

BEut now, &6 years
|after Independenca, the
aspirations of parents have
changed, “They want the
children to get the best
echication and the best joks
arywhere in the world," sas
Kochuouseph.

When bhe was a child,
ho remembers seeing
vislble [rEvREETY among
the jl:ﬂ]lh‘ “Many were
starving, especially during
the monsson season,” he
snve. ~“Fortunately, 1 be-
langed to a well-ta—do fam-
ily. My mather would ht'r'p-
by piving focdgraine to the
poE. Heedp ailaes caumies i the
form of the American L 480
programm, in wihsch wheat,
milk provwler, and cercals
wete senl b poor ooanbrics
Hke India, “In our village,
the Jocal church distribwted

Ormakilivaathil, whlr:h was released recently

the relief materials,” savs
Ko hoouseph. “Apparentiy,
the U3 would dump its ex-
oo produoction in the sea
But later, they began send-

g it o bemedesdopsd conn-
™

In the sixties, food was
necded in plenty, hecanse
the families were arge. ~“[n
my house, there werg six
children,” hesms “Myanele,
who lived nearky, had eight
Arther relative had l"iﬂ_hl_
children. Afteption o Gme

child was at the minimum.
W nsed 1o get beatings and
cry a bot, bt who bothersd?
Az a result, [ became men-
tally and emetionally sirong.
Whatever happens in life, 1
ean face i1.°

Schoed also toughensd up
Enchuouseph, Contrary to
whint mosl people think, be
s A e sfudent, and
siffered from dh=lexia,

*When I wanl to write
thee ninmlsee 99, i will come
a0 a8 50, e s, “[fvon

L T L R e P 1

tell e a ten-digit number,
and whet T write i1, ome or
twe e bsers will o missig.
o, T have to chack and re-
check the nsmber that [ am
writing down,”

O, dusring the English
claza, ab St Jokns echoal, bhe
wink ko o read a l:|'u|;|.rl.-r:|'
and failed to do so, “The
toacher felt that 1 was nat
serioas aboul my studies,
even though [ was trying
virry hard nt homee,” e 2ays,
1 weas foreed tostand en the
bench and &Il my dlassmates
lanighed at me. It was a hia-
miliating incident. but in
those days all the smadents
vt theough skmilar expe-
rEnces.

Kochuouseph bemoans
the fact that ehildren have

v st these dave, “In

It becomes
difficult for a
pampered child
to cope with life,
especially when

Jaced wit
y”

sethbacks
a family, there are only one
or bwarchildren, and there is
a lot of pampering.” he saye
“We give specinl attention
W analyse their emotional
fealings. But ontzide the
hiome, society is ruthless
The mbe i= sureival of the
fittest. So, & pampered child
fanals it difficult to copee with
life, especially when faced
with sethacks"

Wheen he became a teen-
nger, he would hank clxsses,
alon with his friends amd go

lly talks about his autobiography,

1o watch films. “Hindi films
were very popular because
Lhey were usually shod in
foreign locales, amd it was
[aacimating to see those
oonmnires, hesys
Bochuouseph rememben
going bo sed an English fm,

‘Patton’, af Srkdhar thealre. |

“It was the only cinema that
showes] 7omm Tims,” he
save. He would alsa step

iEba the Sealord hotel, which

was L bmmm-hﬂ ]
Berala. "1 paid 75 paise for

a ciap of tea, which oost 20

pakse pitzide,” he sns,

The autobicgraphn which
spans the years from child-
Tasonedl il E.DChI.IﬂIL‘ﬁE]:Ih i 53,
happended by accident Three
vedrs ago, M A BEsvalaimar. a
semior manager at Wonderla

Hedickas, which is orwmed by |

Eochnouseph, approsched
im and asked whether he
coudd write a biography on
him.

The industrialist agreed.
Work began. Buf sometime
later, Knchuouseph read an
article by journalist Sajil
Sreedhar in a magarine. He
likes] the style and got in
teich with himm. Sajill agneed
16 el o ol

For the next three years, |

Ravikumar, Sajil, and
Rechwenseph met onee a
I're'lu.ighl:_ whees the erlusra-
alist spoke about his past,

The end result is
‘Crrmakilivanthil', publisled
h-:-' I Boods, Fif, as wriber
T Padmanabhan wrobe in the
fomemed, “This ook lsonh a
sl Mivw ﬂh'i'ﬂ_\'l'l.ﬂ i e
L gofEie 1|L‘|.I Hl,.lq_"!|l.||||.|_h.-_—‘||-|
srmabes, and savs, “Yes, | will
he stmrting work on Part 3
YETY B0,




