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CM: Ideas of Guru
GREAT THINGS TO LEARN FROM CHINA
Gained More Relevance
A
VIEWPOINT

by Kochouseph Chittilappilly

Chief Minister Oommen Chandy inaugurating the 79th Sivagiri pilgrimage and centenary
fete of Sree Sarada idol installation at Sivagiri on Friday | Express
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Sivagiri: The 79th annual
Sivagiri pilgrimage began
here on Friday morning with
thousands of followers of
Sree Narayana Guru pouring
into his final resting place to
redeem themselves of worldly sins.
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy opened the pilgrimage and the centenary fete of
the Sree Sarada idol installation at a specially-erected
marquee on the Sivagiri
campus. Dignitaries from
various fields and a huge
gathering of yellow-clad
Guru followers witnessed the
function.
“The ideas of Sree Narayana Guru have only gained
more relevance with changing times,” the Chief Minister said.
“The Guru, who laid equal
emphasis on spiritual, social
and economic uplift of the
society, has no parallel in the
history of the country,” he
said.
“The Guru viewed cleanliness and hygiene as the im-

portant qualities for an individual and a society. 80 years
later, a time has come when
we realise the meaning of his
words,” he said.
Special guest at the function, Union Minister of State
for Civil Supplies K V Thomas said that Guru was the
father of modern Kerala.
“The Sivagiri pilgrimage is
unique in the world for its
attendance of people from all
religions and castes,” he
said.
Fisheries and Excise Minister K Babu, the chief guest
on the occasion, said that the
world had a lot to learn from
the Guru, who stood for
spiritual uplift and economic renaissance through farming and agriculture.
Swami Sudhananda delivered the benedictory address.
“The relevance of Guru’s
messages cut across the barriers of country or religion.
They are the guidelines for
the progress of humanity as
a whole,” he observed.
Sree Narayana Dharma
Sangham Trust president
Swami Prakashananda pre-

sided over the function.
Swami Amruthananda, Swami Rithambharananda,
MLAs B Satyan and Varkala
Kahar, Andhra Pradesh MLA
P K Jayaprakash Narayanan,
KPCC president Ramesh
Chennithala, Sivagiri monitoring committee member
Gokulam Gopalan, Higher
Education Council vicechairman T P Sreenivasan
and Kerala University Bioinformatics Centre director Dr
Achuthsankar S Nair addressed the function.
Union Minister K V Thomas requested the Sivagiri
Trust authorities to establish
a deemed university in the
name of Guru for cultural
and spiritual studies and research.
“The Union Government
will extend all support to the
venture,” he said.
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy informed the gathering that the State Government was actively considering the proposals for an international convention centre and various other development projects at Sivagiri.

s the year draws to a
close, it’s time to take
stock. Opinion is
unanimous that we require
rapid strides in infrastructural development. But
other than holding discussions, have we progressed
any further?
I had been to China in
September on a business
visit. It’s been some years
since I last visited it. Coming
to think of China, there are
a few similarities between it
and India such as a large
population, fast growing
economies and an educated
workforce. But the similarities end there. There is a
huge gap in terms of Infrastructure. I was to witness
this in the following days.
My journey took me to its
eastern provinces. It did give
me a taste of modern China.
The progress that they have
made is only to be seen to be
believed. The roads were all
wide and well maintained.
There were flyovers everywhere. They even seem to
have perfected the art of
building flyovers. In fact, a
number of flyovers could be
seen over a flyover. I was
dumbstruck to see cars
cruising along at over 90
km/hr, through the heart of
Shanghai city, along an elevated highway at peak
hours.
I found that the highways
were constructed with adequate space left, possibly for
future usage, and lined with
well pruned trees. Later, I
found to my amazement,
trees about 5-6 metres high,
grown elsewhere, being
transplanted along the highway. Couldn’t help admiring

their wisdom and foresight.
I travelled by car from a city
called Ningbo to another
city called Haining. It was a
two-hour drive along the
Ningbo-Shanghai Express
Highway. We happened to
cross the Hangzhou Bay
Bridge over the sea. Opened
in 2008 at a cost of USD 1.7
billion, it is a six-lane bridge,
about 36 km long. Truly an

rather than waste fuel and
time by taking an alternate
route. I stopped midway to
admire the view. The bridge
was illuminated all along
with rows and rows of lights
mounted on the median and
side railings. I could see big
ships as tiny specks on the
sea. It was a fabulous moment.
It’s strange but in India,
invariably all infrastructural
projects are mired in allegations and counter-allegations. It doesn’t seem to be
so in China. Corruption
doesn’t seem to be completely non-existent, though.
But concerted efforts and

STRONG, ADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE IS
AN ESSENTIAL CONCOMITANT OF VIBRANT
INDUSTRIAL GROWTH. OUR POLITICIANS AND
ADMINISTRATORS COULD WELL TAKE A
CUE FROM CHINA
amazing structure. It reduces the distance between
Ningbo and Shanghai by 120
km. The people simply didn’t
seem to mind paying an
equivalent of `620 as toll
fee.
The surprise didn’t end
there. Much more was in
store. Before I returned, I
also happened to travel
along the Qingdao Jiaozhou
Bay Bridge, the longest seacrossing bridge in the world.
It’s about 41.58 km long,
with eight lanes. It cost USD
2.3 billion and was opened
to the public in June 2011.
One has to pay a fee equivalent of Rs 1390 for the
4-hour journey along the
road and through the
bridge.
My driver said that he
would gladly pay the amount

commitment are plainly visible when it comes to execution of projects. As I could
see, all Express Highways
pass through densely populated areas. But they are all
elevated ones which do not
require massive displacement of people.
You may well remember
the hue and cry in Kerala
generated over the Express
Highway a few years ago.
Many alleged it would divide
Kerala into two halves. A
project that could have revolutionized the state failed to
take off. And it is left ruing
lost opportunities.
It’s not just about the
roads and flyovers. Train
travel was equally fascinating. I am reminded of a joke.
Someone asked which is the
longest toilet in the world?

Pat came the reply, The Indian Railways. Thinking of
it, isn’t it true? Our railways
might extend from Kanyakumari to Jammu. But our
experiences with the railways have always been harrowing. The few, cramped,
trains that we have run late
and chug along, polluting
the environment. It seems
that our Railway is yet to
hear of modern means of
disposal of waste.
My travel required me to
connect between a couple of
cities in China by train. I was
quite apprehensive. Perhaps, it stemmed from my
fear of the Indian Railways.
I travelled in a bullet train
from Canton to Hengyang.
Canton South Railway Station looked more like an
airport. All baggage is
screened at the entrance.
From an elevated entrance,
the passengers reach the
platforms through their respective gates. The tickets
are checked electronically.
The gates open only 15 minutes before the departure
time. The interiors of the
bullet train resemble an aircraft, almost. The crew was
smartly dressed, alert and
quick to respond to the
needs of the passengers.
The train quickly reached
its cruising speed at 300
km/hr. I realised that the
train was moving, only when
I looked out. On one occasion, we could even prepone our tickets, at no extra
cost, though we had to stand
all the way. The Chinese
have already built about
5000 km of high speed rail.
I was to travel in the bullet
trains many more times during my stay. It was a different experience, altogether.

I couldn’t but help compare the state of affairs in
China to ours. Recently, I
happened to listen to Dr C
Rangarajan, Chairman of
the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council. He
was candid enough to admit
that India was undertaking
only about 1/5th of infrastructural projects when
compared to China. My experience has left me wondering. How long would it take
to replicate this in India?
Still, there is no adequate
land to meet industrial
needs. Our roads continue
to be narrow, filled with pot
holes. Our weak infrastructure is creaking under tremendous pressure. Yet our
politicians boast about investor meets and preach of
the need for attracting investment. Do you honestly
think that there would be
industrial development
without improving our infrastructure?
Strong, adequate infrastructure is an essential concomitant of vibrant industrial growth. Our politicians
and administrators could
well take a cue from China.
They should rather visit the
place. Certainly, there are
lessons to be learnt.
Let’s hope that 2012
would usher in a new wave
of infrastructural development which in turn would
propel industrial and economic growth. Wish you a
happy new year.
(The author can be
contacted at www.kochousephchittilappilly.
com)
(The views expressed in
the article are the author’s
own).

Meteorological Department
Predicts Scattered Rainfall
move westwards and weaken
further. Met has predicted
isolated heavy to very heavy
rainfall over north Kerala
during the next 24 hours.
Sunny days are expected
from Sunday.
Meanwhile, North East
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T’Puram: Better plan an
indoor New Year bash. Otherwise you may get drenched
on the new year-eve. Though
cyclone Thane has weakened
and crossed Tamil Nadu, the
state is likely to get thundershowers on Saturday under
its influence.
The Meteorological Department here has predicted
scattered rainfall in the state
on Friday and Saturday.
“Places such as Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi and Kozhikode will get isolated
thundershowers on Friday
and Saturday under the influence of the cyclone,” Met
Director K Santhosh said.
According to cyclone bulletin issued by IMD, the se-
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THOUGH CYCLONE THANE HAS WEAKENED
AND CROSSED TAMIL NADU, THE STATE
IS LIKELY TO GET THUNDERSHOWERS ON
SATURDAY UNDER ITS INFLUENCE
vere cyclonic storm Thane
over north Tamil Nadu near
Cuddalore has moved further westward and weakened
rapidly into a deep depression and lay centered around
100 km west of Cuddalore by
11.30 am on Friday.
The system is likely to

monsoon has been weak in
the state. Since the season
began in October, the state
received only 418.4 mm rainfall against the normal rate
of 479. This is 13 per cent
deficient. The North East
Monsoon season is likely to
end in a couple of weeks.
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